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PURPOSE  OF  OUR  

NASSAU  COUNTY  GUIDE  
CERT/C ITIZEN  CORPS  

ARE YOU READY?   

You could be anywhere when a catastrophe hits ï at work, in the car, at home, or at school.  The situation 

could confine you to where you are, or force you to evacuate to a safer place.  You could be left without 

basic services like electricity, clean water, or telephones.  Emergency responders and relief workers will 

come, but they wonôt be able to help everyone right away.  You need to be ready to be as self-reliant as 

possible.  Knowing what to do before, during, and after a disaster is everyoneôs responsibility.   

This guide is designed to help you plan for the inevitable, from local emergencies to major disasters.   

Taking these simple steps to prepare now means fewer losses and less recovery time later:   

 Know what can happen, how you will be informed, and what you should do to 

stay safe and reduce losses. 

 Decide how you will communicate with others and what you will do to keep 

yourself, family, and pets safe and healthy. 

 Put the all of the things you need to stay safe and healthy in one place so you 

can get them quickly. 

 Let others know what you plan to do, practice your plan, and make 

improvements.   

 Check the items in your kit; add missing supplies and replace expired items. 

 

Use the information in 

this guide to take steps 

to prepare yourself as 

well as your family, 

pets, property, and 

business to survive 

and stay safe in any 

disaster.   

HISTORY OF CITIZEN CORPS 

Following the tragic events that occurred on September 11, 2001, state and local government officials have 

increased opportunities for citizens to become an integral part of protecting the homeland and supporting 

the local first responders. Officials agree that the formula for ensuring a more secure and safer homeland 

consists of preparedness, training, and citizen involvement in supporting first responders. In January 2002, 

the President of the United States launched Citizen Corps, to capture the spirit of service that emerged 

throughout our communities following the terrorist attacks. 

Citizen Corps was created to help coordinate volunteer activities that will make our communities safer, 

stronger, and better prepared to respond to any emergency situation. It provides opportunities for people to 

participate in a range of measures to make their families, their homes, and their communities safer from the 

threats of crime, terrorism, and disasters of all kinds. 

Citizen Corps programs build on the successful efforts that are in place in many communities around the 

country to prevent crime and respond to emergencies. Programs that started through local innovation are 

the foundation for Citizen Corps and this national approach to citizen participation in community safety. 

Citizen Corps is coordinated nationally by the Department of Homeland Security's Federal Emergency 

Management Agency. In this capacity, FEMA works closely with other federal entities, state and local 

governments, first responders and emergency managers, the volunteer community, and the Corporation for 

National & Community Service. 

MISSION 

The mission of Citizen Corps is to harness the power of every individual through disaster awareness and 

preparedness education, Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) training, and volunteer service 

to make communities safer, stronger, and better prepared to respond to the threats of terrorism, crime, 

public health issues, and disasters of all kinds.   

CALL  TO ACTION 

The Citizen Corps mission is accomplished through a national 

network of state, local, and tribal Citizen Corps Councils.  

These Councils build on community strengths to implement 

the Citizen Corps preparedness programs and carry out a 

local strategy to involve government, community leaders, and 

citizens in all-hazards preparedness and resilience. 

Citizen Corps asks you to embrace the personal responsibility to be prepared; to get training in first aid and 

emergency skills; and to volunteer to support local emergency responders, disaster relief, and community 

safety.  Sign up for our CERT training ï itôs FREE!!     Call 904-548-0900 for more information. 


